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STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE AFRICAN GROUP BY
MR. JUSTIN KISOKA, MINISTER COUNSELOR AT THE PERMENENT
MISSION OF the UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA TO THE UNITED
NATIONS, ON AGENDA ITEM 134, PROGRAMME BUDGET FOR THE

BIENNIUM 2016-2017 REVISED ESTIMATES AT THE DEPARTMENT OF
POLITICAL AFFAIRS, DURING THE SECOND PART OF THE RESUMED

SEVENTIETH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL
ASSEMBLY-FIFTH COMMITTEE

(New York, Wednesday11th May 2016)

Mr. Chairman,

1.    I have the honor to speak on behalf of the African Group on agenda

item 134: programme budget for biennium 2016-2017 in particular revised estimates

related to the strengthening mediation capacity in the Organization.

2.    Allow me to thank Ms. Bettina Tucci Bartsiotas, Assistant Secretary-

General, and Controller as well as Mr. Carlos Ruiz Massieur, Chair of the Advisory

Committee for introducing the respective reports on this agenda item.

3.    The African Group aligns itself with the remarks by the distinguished

representative of the Kingdom of Thailand on behalf of the Group of 77 and China

and we have few addition to make since consideration of this agenda form part of our

key interests.

Mr. Chairman,

4.    The prevention, management and resolution of conflicts through

mediation and preventive diplomacy, in accordance with the principles of ownership,

impartiality and consent of the parties, is an important element to our Group and we

would like to emphasize on the importance of engaging the regional and sub-regional

actors in particular the African Union... and,...

......  we would like to stress that, conflict prevention and mediation must be

carried out in accordance with the relevant provisions and principles of the Charter of
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the United Nations as well as respective instruments of regional organizations in

particular the Constitutive Act of the African Union, and the Protocol relating to the

establishment of the African Union Peace and Security Council.

5.    The African Group recalls that, by its resolution 63/261 the General

Assembly stressed that improvement in the capacity of the United Nations to prevent

and resolve conflicts is a better investment than dealing with the cost of armed

conflict and its aftermath. The African Group remain of the strong supporter to the

provisions of the said resolution as we consider the proposal before the Committee.

Mr. Chairman,

6.    The African Group notes and welcomes the proposal of the Secretary-

General related to strengthening the mediation capacity in the organization. While we

acknowledge that the revised estimates are arising from the recommendations of the

high level independent panel on peace operation, the Group notes that some of the

elements of the proposal are basically recovery from what the Assembly approved in

sixty-third session under strengthening the Department of Political Affairs and that

some of the capacity were abolished in the course of years.

7.    The  Group  has  also  studied  careful  the  comments  and

recommendations of the Advisory Committee and that while we share a number of

the Committee's observations, we remain with some reservation is some conclusion

and that we will be asking additional clarification on some specific issues during our

informal consultations.

8.    The African Group would like also to stresses the need for all proposals

of the Secretary General on this area to ensure they are in full consultation with

member states including through regional and sub-regional organization, such as the

African union. The Group is also of the strong view that the role of the United

Nations on mediation should be of complementary nature to what is being

undertaken by the regional and sub-regional mechanisms to guarantee ownership,

efficiency and effectiveness.
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9.    In this regard the Group will study the details of the proposal as to how

is aligned and reflect the regional and/or sub-regional efforts and arrangements. The

Group would also like to stress the need to ensure that duplication and overlapping of

the functions are avoided as stressed by the General Assembly and to ensure that

resources are allocated in most efficient and effective manner.

Mr. Chairman

10.   Turning to the timing of the proposal, while we are mindful of the

importance of strengthening the conflict prevention and mediation capacity of the

organization, the Group would like to register our concern that the proposal is tabled

when the Committee attention is focusing on addressing peacekeeping agenda.

11.   The Group is concerned that this proposal was not presented at the

consideration of the budget at the main part of the session, noting that addressing

budgetary issues in a piecemeal fashion makes it difficult for Member States to

obtain a clear understanding of the overall resources required by the Secretariat. In

this regard, the Group would like to join others to emphasize the need for Secretary-

General to avoid piece meal approach in budgetary presentations. We are also of the

views that the Secretary General should avoid doing the same on the commitment of

authority request and that the budgetary discipline has to be observed at all the time.

12.   Despite the above mentioned observations, the African Group would

like to assure you of our readiness to devote part of our time in the busy schedule to

scrutinize carefully the proposal of the Secretary- General as well as comments,

observations and recommendations of the Advisory Committee with the view to

contributing to the positive outcome on this matter at the end of our deliberations.

I thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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